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Introduction 
 
 

We venture now into territory that Scripture maps with sober precision but that the church has too often 

navigated by sentiment on one side and silence on the other. This first lesson of twenty lessons in our 

Angelology series, our systematic study of the angelic realm, the demonic powers, and the invisible world 

that the Scriptures consistently presuppose, is not an entry into mythology or mysticism. It is an entry into 

revealed theology: the kind of theology that does not exceed what the Spirit of God has been pleased to 

disclose, but that equally refuses to fall short of it. 
 

Angelology, from the Greek angelos (messenger, angel) and logos (word, study), is the branch of 

systematic theology that investigates the nature, ministry, and destiny of the spiritual beings who inhabit 

the unseen realm that coexists with the visible creation. This includes the holy angels who serve God and 

minister to His people, the fallen angels who joined Satan in his primordial rebellion, and the one who 

stands at the head of that rebellion: the adversary himself. It is a study encompassing the full range of 

invisible personal beings created by God, whether they have remained faithful to their Creator or have 

abandoned their proper station. 
 

The church's history with this doctrine is instructive, and not always in encouraging ways. On one side 

stands the tradition of Pseudo-Dionysius, the medieval Scholastics, and the elaborate angelic hierarchies 

that were constructed with far more philosophical confidence than exegetical warrant. On the other side 

stands a functional dismissal of the angelic world as ancient cosmology, an embarrassment to the modern 

mind that is silently set aside in the theology classroom and the pulpit alike. Neither approach honors 

Scripture. The former transgresses the boundaries of revelation by speculating beyond what the Word of 

God actually says; the latter transgresses those same boundaries by refusing to receive what the Word of 

God actually teaches. The only faithful path runs directly through the text itself. 
 

This lesson, the first of twenty in the Angelology series, establishes the methodological, pastoral, and 

theological foundations for the study that follows. Before we examine specific doctrines, the nature of 

the holy angels, the orders and hierarchies Scripture describes, the fall of Satan, the activity of demons, 

the theology of spiritual warfare, and the final defeat of the powers of darkness, we must establish why 

this study matters, what dangers attend it, how the church has handled it across the centuries, and what 

governing principles will guide our exegetical method. Nothing in the theology of the spiritual realm can 

be properly understood until the student has internalized the fundamental principle that governs every 

lesson in this series: we will affirm everything Scripture teaches about the angelic realm, and we will refuse 

to speculate beyond what Scripture reveals. 
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I.     Angelology Defined: The Unseen World Scripture Requires Us to 
Take Seriously 
 

The Study of the Spiritual Realm Through the Lens of Revealed Theology 

A.  What Angelology Investigates 

Angelology is the branch of systematic theology that investigates the personal spiritual beings who 

populate the invisible realm that coexists with the visible creation. This includes what Scripture reveals 

about their origin (they are created beings, not eternal or self-existent), their nature (spiritual, personal, 

powerful, and morally differentiated), their ministry (both to God and to the heirs of salvation), and their 

destiny (the holy angels confirmed in righteousness, the fallen angels condemned to eternal judgment). 

The scope of Angelology is broader than a study of angels in the popular sense; it encompasses the full 

doctrine of the spiritual realm, including the origin, identity, activity, and final judgment of Satan and all 

the demonic powers who serve under his command. 
 

The Greek word angelos, from which our English term is derived, means messenger or envoy, reflecting 

the primary functional role that holy angels perform in the history of redemption. The corresponding 

Hebrew term, malak, carries the same range of meaning. But the biblical data extends far beyond the 

messenger function; Scripture portrays angels as worshippers before the throne of God (Isaiah 6:1–3; 

Revelation 4:8–11), as warriors in the service of God’s purposes (2 Kings 6:15–17; Revelation 12:7–9), as 

guardians and ministers to the heirs of salvation (Psalm 91:11; Hebrews 1:14), and as participants in the 

great drama of redemptive history from the Garden of Eden to the consummation of all things. To study 

Angelology is to study the invisible infrastructure of the universe that God has made. 
 

B.  The Neglected Yet Required Doctrine 

The neglect of Angelology in much of contemporary Reformed and evangelical theology is neither 

intellectually defensible nor theologically innocent. The Scriptures speak with consistent, substantive 

frequency about the angelic realm. The Old Testament is filled with angelic appearances, interventions, 

and mediation. The New Testament presupposes an invisible spiritual conflict that undergirds the visible 

world. The Apostle Paul, in his great letter to the Ephesian church, describes the Christian life as a warfare 

waged not against flesh and blood “but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of 

this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12, NASB 

1995). This is not a marginal metaphor; it is the apostolic framework for understanding the Christian life 

in a fallen world. 
 

The Christological significance of Angelology makes this neglect all the more serious. The entire first 

chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews is devoted to demonstrating the absolute superiority of the Son of 

God over every order of angelic being. The argument of Hebrews 1 cannot be understood or applied unless 

one has some grasp of what the angelic beings are and why their inferiority to Christ is theologically 

significant. To neglect Angelology is, in a very real sense, to arrive at Hebrews 1 without the theological 

equipment needed to hear what the text is actually saying. The same is true across a broad range of biblical 

literature, from Daniel’s visions of angelic conflict to Paul’s cosmic Christology in Colossians to the angel-
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saturated apocalyptic of Revelation. A biblical theology that cannot account for the angelic realm is a 

biblical theology with conspicuous and consequential gaps. 

 

II.    The Two Errors: Neglect and Obsession 
 

How the Church Has Most Consistently Gone Wrong About the Angelic Realm 

A.  The First Error: Functional Dismissal 

The first and, in the contemporary Western church, more common error is the functional dismissal of the 

angelic realm as primitive cosmology, as the prescientific worldview of ancient Semitic people who 

populated the unseen world with spiritual beings because they lacked the conceptual tools to explain 

natural phenomena otherwise. This position, associated with the demythologizing program of Rudolf 

Bultmann and his heirs, represents the wholesale capitulation of biblical theology to the epistemological 

assumptions of Enlightenment rationalism. It does not argue that Scripture is wrong about the angelic 

realm; it argues that the question of right and wrong does not apply, because the angelic language of 

Scripture is mythological rather than ontological, expressive rather than informative. 
 

The Reformed tradition, grounded in the conviction that Scripture is the inerrant and infallible Word of 

God, has no principled basis for this accommodation. If the Holy Spirit has chosen to describe the invisible 

realm in terms of personal spiritual beings with intellect, will, moral character, and purposeful activity, 

then the church is bound to receive that description as the Word of God and to form her theology 

accordingly. The functional dismissal of the angelic realm does not produce a more sophisticated or more 

credible Christianity; it produces a Christianity that has systematically evacuated the biblical worldview of 

one of its most pervasive and significant elements. John Calvin’s warning in the Institutes is as relevant 

today as it was in the sixteenth century: we are not to neglect what Scripture has been pleased to reveal 

about the angelic world, for Scripture “intends to direct our whole attention to Christ alone”, and Christ’s 

supremacy over the angelic realm is a central component of the New Testament’s presentation of who 

He is. 
 

B.  The Second Error: Speculative Excess and Demonic Obsession 

The second error is the mirror image of the first, and in the charismatic and Pentecostal wings of Western 

Christianity it has produced perhaps more pastoral damage than the error of dismissal. This is the error of 

speculative excess: the construction of elaborate angelologies and demonologies that far exceed the 

boundaries of what Scripture actually reveals, typically in the service of a spiritual warfare theology that 

makes the identification and confrontation of demonic powers the organizing center of the Christian life. 
 

The forms this error takes are varied. In its medieval dress, it produced the elaborate nine-fold hierarchy 

of Pseudo-Dionysius, in which the angelic orders were ranked and categorized with a philosophical 

precision that owes more to Neoplatonism than to biblical exegesis. In its contemporary charismatic dress, 

it produces the theology of strategic-level spiritual warfare, in which specific territorial demons must be 

identified by name and “bound” through directed prayer before the gospel can advance in a given region, 
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a teaching for which there is no apostolic precedent and which the New Testament explicitly does not 

endorse. In its popular-evangelical dress, it produces the obsessive preoccupation with demonic activity 

in which every sin, every illness, every difficulty, and every spiritual struggle is attributed to direct demonic 

causation, producing a spirituality that is at once anxious and theologically untethered. 
 

The Reformational corrective to both errors is the same: a return to the text of Scripture. We affirm what 

the Scriptures affirm about the angelic realm with full doctrinal confidence; we decline to affirm what the 

Scriptures do not affirm, however compelling the inference may seem or however widespread the 

tradition that has promoted it. Calvin’s rule in Institutes I.14 remains the governing principle: “Let us not 

indulge our curiosity beyond what is expedient, and let us not allow ourselves to seek knowledge of 

anything pertaining to angels in any other way than God’s Word teaches us.” 
 

“Are they not all ministering spirits,”  “sent out to render service for the sake of those who will 
inherit salvation.”  Hebrews 1:14, NASB 1995   

 

III.   The Christological Center: Angelology in Service of Christ 
 

The Angels Exist to Serve God, Glorify Christ, and Minister to the Heirs of Salvation 

A.  The Argument of Hebrews 1: Angels Are Servants, Not Sons 

The most sustained angelological argument in the New Testament is found in the opening chapter of the 

Epistle to the Hebrews, and its governing purpose is not primarily to teach us about angels. It is to exalt 

Christ. The author of Hebrews marshals seven Old Testament citations to demonstrate a single, decisive 

theological point: the Son of God is infinitely and categorically superior to the entire angelic order. He has 

inherited a name that is more excellent than theirs (Hebrews 1:4). He is addressed as God, while they are 

addressed as servants (1:7–8). He is invited to sit at the Father’s right hand, a posture of shared regal 

authority, while they stand as ministering spirits sent forth to serve (1:13–14). The whole of Hebrews 1 is, 

in the most fundamental sense, a Christological argument constructed from angelological materials: you 

cannot grasp the argument unless you understand the materials, but the argument is always about Christ. 
 

The definitive statement comes in the fourteenth verse: “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to 

render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?” (Hebrews 1:14, NASB 1995). This is the 

apostolic definition of the angelic office in the present redemptive age. The holy angels are ministering 

spirits, leitourgika pneumata, liturgical servants, whose entire ministry is directed toward the salvation of 

God’s people. They do not exist for their own sake or to be admired in their own right. They exist to serve 

the God who created them, to glorify the Son who is their Lord, and to minister to the people whom the 

Father has given to the Son. Angelology that loses sight of this Christological framework has, at the very 

outset, misunderstood the subject it is studying. 
 

B.  The Reformed Principle: Scripture as the Only Sufficient Guide 
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The Reformed tradition has consistently insisted that the proper method for the study of the angelic realm 

is the same as the proper method for the study of any other theological subject: sola Scriptura, understood 

not as the naked text of Scripture stripped of its exegetical tradition, but as the final and sufficient 

authority of the canonical Word over all theological claims. Calvin, in his treatment of angelology in 

Institutes I.14, models this principle with admirable precision. He acknowledges the existence and ministry 

of the holy angels; he affirms that they are personal, powerful, numerous, and engaged in the service of 

God’s providential purposes; he accepts the few names that Scripture provides (Michael, Gabriel) without 

constructing from them an elaborate hierarchy of titles and functions; and he firmly declines to engage in 

the speculative elaboration that had characterized much of medieval angelology. 
 

This Reformed sobriety is not theological timidity. It is the discipline of the mind that has been captured 

by the principle that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, which includes the wisdom to know 

where revelation ends and speculation begins. The spiritual realm is real, it is significant, and it is active in 

the affairs of human beings and nations. The Scriptures say so plainly and repeatedly. But the spiritual 

realm is also largely invisible to us, precisely because God has ordained that in this age we walk by faith 

and not by sight. Our knowledge of the unseen world is therefore bounded by what the Spirit of God has 

chosen to reveal in the written Word, and that boundary is to be honored rather than transgressed. 

 

IV.    The Cultural Context: Why Angelology Is Urgent Now 
 

The Church Must Offer Sober, Biblical Teaching on the Invisible World 

A.  The Strange Paradox of the Present Age 

We live in an age of peculiar self-contradiction. The philosophical inheritance of the Enlightenment, the 

inheritance that produced scientific materialism, secular humanism, and the methodological naturalism 

that governs the academy, tells the contemporary mind that the universe is a closed, material system in 

which there is no room for personal spiritual beings operating beyond the reach of natural causation. And 

yet the same culture that officially denies the existence of the supernatural is saturated with fascination 

for it. Angels appear on greeting cards and in blockbuster films. Demonic imagery pervades popular music 

and entertainment. “Spirituality”, the vague, unmoored sense that there is something more to human 

existence than the material, is one of the most widely professed values of the contemporary West, even 

among those who profess no religious faith whatsoever. 
 

This cultural fascination with the spiritual realm is not, in itself, an invitation to Christian faith; it is an 

expression of the universal human intuition that the visible world is not self-explanatory, an intuition that 

Paul describes in Romans 1:20 as the proper response to the testimony of creation. But the fascination is 

also dangerous, precisely because it is unmoored from the authoritative Word of God. The culture that is 

fascinated by angels is also the culture that has reinvented them as sentimental protectors stripped of all 

theological content; that treats demonic imagery as aesthetic material rather than as the presentation of 

real personal evil; and that confuses the genuine spiritual hunger that drives this fascination with genuine 
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spiritual knowledge. Into this cultural moment, the church is called to speak with biblical precision and 

pastoral care. 
 

B.  The Pastoral Stakes of Getting Angelology Right 

What a congregation believes about the unseen world has immediate, practical consequences for the way 

its members pray, the way they interpret suffering, the way they resist temptation, the way they 

understand the spiritual battle they are in, and the way they relate to the God who governs all of it. A 

congregation that has been taught to dismiss the spiritual realm will be left without the biblical resources 

to understand why the Christian life feels like warfare, why temptation is so persistent and so cunning, 

and why Scripture calls the people of God to put on the full armor of God (Ephesians 6:10–18). It will tend 

toward the kind of therapeutic Christianity that treats sanctification as a matter of improved habits and 

positive thinking rather than as a Spirit-empowered struggle against real personal spiritual evil. 
 

Equally, a congregation that has been taught an inflated and speculative angelology will be left anxious, 

preoccupied with the demonic, prone to attribute its own sins and failures to external spiritual causation 

rather than to the indwelling principle of the flesh, and easily led into the kind of spiritual warfare theater 

that the New Testament nowhere endorses and that produces, in practice, more confusion than 

confidence. The answer to both pastoral failures is the same: a rigorously exegetical, christologically 

grounded, Reformationally disciplined study of what the Scriptures actually teach about the unseen world. 

This is what the twenty lessons of this series are designed to provide. 
 

“Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”    2 Kings 6:16, 
NASB 1995   

 

V.     The Methodological Principle: Scripture Alone as the Sufficient 
Guide 
 

What This Series Will and Will Not Attempt 

A.  The Governing Rubric: Affirm What Scripture Affirms, Refuse What Scripture Does Not 

The methodological principle governing every lesson in this series can be stated in a single sentence: we 

will affirm everything Scripture teaches about the angelic realm and refuse to speculate beyond what 

Scripture reveals. This is not a counsel of theological minimalism; it is a counsel of theological integrity. 

The Scriptures teach a great deal about the angelic world, far more than many Christians realize, far less 

than the elaborate hierarchical systems of medieval angelology claimed to know. The faithful student of 

this doctrine will find himself, by the end of this series, with a richer and more substantive theology of the 

spiritual realm than he began with; he will also find that the most important things the Scriptures say 

about the angelic world are not the things popular culture has taught him to expect. 
 

The discipline of this methodological principle has three components, corresponding to the three 

prohibitions that together define the boundary of responsible angelological inquiry. First, we will not 
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affirm more than Scripture teaches, which guards against the speculative excess that has historically 

produced both the elaborate hierarchy-building of the medieval tradition and the territorial-spirits 

theology of the charismatic tradition. Second, we will not affirm less than Scripture teaches, which guards 

against the functional dismissal of the angelic realm that characterizes both liberal theology and the 

implicit naturalism of much contemporary evangelical practice. Third, we will not affirm other than 

Scripture teaches, which guards against the substitution of culturally derived notions of the angelic world 

(sentimental guardian figures, demonic aesthetic, paranormal experience) for the theologically precise 

picture that the Scriptures themselves paint. 
 

B.  The Scope of This Series 

Twenty lessons across eight units will cover the full range of material that a responsible biblical angelology 

requires. Unit 1 (Lessons 1–2) establishes the prolegomena: why angelology matters, what dangers attend 

the study, and how the church has engaged the doctrine across its history. Unit 2 (Lessons 3–6) examines 

the nature and ministry of the holy angels: what they are, how they serve God, how they serve believers, 

and how they have participated in the key moments of redemptive history. Unit 3 (Lessons 7–8) takes up 

the angelic orders and hierarchies that Scripture actually describes, cherubim, seraphim, archangels, and 

the Pauline categories of thrones, dominions, rulers, and authorities, distinguishing carefully between 

what Scripture warrants and what the tradition has added. 
 

Unit 4 (Lessons 9–11) examines the fall of Satan: his origin, his sin, his names, and the crucial theological 

truth that he is a creature on a leash rather than a counter-god. Unit 5 (Lessons 12–14) treats the nature 

and work of demons, including the demonology of the Gospels and the centrality of Christ’s exorcistic 

ministry as a sign of the kingdom’s arrival. Unit 6 (Lessons 15–17) provides a sober, biblical theology of 

spiritual warfare, grounding the believer’s conflict in the full armor of God and carefully correcting the 

most common errors in spiritual warfare teaching. Unit 7 (Lessons 18–19) examines the decisive defeat of 

Satan at the cross and the final judgment of the demonic realm. And Unit 8 (Lesson 20) brings the series 

to its conclusion with a meditation on what it means to live as those who see the invisible world through 

the lens of faith in the risen and reigning Christ. 

 

VI.    The Doxological Conclusion: Angelology Terminates in the 
Worship of Christ 
 

The Angels Themselves Point Away from Themselves to the Lamb Who Was Slain 

The most sustained biblical vision of the angelic host in their proper posture and occupation is found not 

in a systematic theology textbook but in the Apocalypse of St. John. In Revelation 5, the apostle witnesses 

the throne room of heaven and the great crisis that stands at the center of the divine drama: who is 

worthy to open the sealed scroll? When no creature in all of heaven, earth, or under the earth is found 

worthy, John weeps. And then one of the elders speaks: “Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the 

tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals” (Revelation 

5:5, NASB 1995). The Lamb who was slain steps forward. And what follows is the response of the entire 
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angelic host, ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, crying out with a loud voice: 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and 

glory and blessing” (Revelation 5:12, NASB 1995). 
 

This is the proper terminus of all angelological reflection. The angels do not cry out their own praises; they 

cry out the praises of the Lamb. They do not draw attention to their own order, their own power, or their 

own ministry; they direct all attention to the One who is worthy. The most exalted creatures in all of 

creation, the cherubim and seraphim who stand in the immediate presence of the divine glory, spend 

their existence not in self-expression but in the unceasing adoration of the One whose glory they were 

made to reflect. “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory” (Isaiah 6:3, NASB 

1995). 
 

This series, then, will be conducted not merely as theological inquiry but as devotional formation. Every 

lesson is offered in the conviction that a right understanding of the angelic realm, pursued faithfully and 

humbly through the Scriptures, bounded by the Word of God, and submitted to the Christological center 

of all biblical revelation, will produce not merely more accurate doctrine but deeper worship, more 

confident prayer, more sober resistance to the enemy’s schemes, and a more vivid and scripturally 

grounded sense of the extraordinary battle in which every believer is engaged. The unseen world is as real 

as the visible one. The angelic host is as active as the morning news. And the Christ who is Lord of both, 

who created every angel, who defeated every demon, and who sits enthroned above every ruler, 

authority, power, and dominion, is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, the One in whom 

all things hold together. 
 

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things were 

created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 

or rulers or authorities, all things have been created through Him and for Him.” 

Colossians 1:15–16, NASB 1995 
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Theological Terms and Definitions 
 
 

Term Definition 

Angelology From the Greek angelos (messenger) and logos (word, study). The branch of 

systematic theology that investigates the nature, ministry, and destiny of the 

personal spiritual beings who populate the invisible realm: the holy angels, the 

fallen angels, Satan, and the demonic powers. Angelology encompasses the full 

doctrine of the spiritual realm as Scripture reveals it, from the creation of the 

angelic host to the final judgment of the powers of darkness. 

Angel / Angelos The Greek word angelos means messenger or envoy, reflecting the primary 

functional role of holy angels in the history of redemption. The corresponding 

Hebrew term is malak, carrying the same meaning. In the Bible, angelos refers 

to spiritual beings created by God who serve as His messengers, worshippers, 

warriors, and ministers to the heirs of salvation. The term does not define the 

fullness of what angels are but describes their primary office. 

Holy Angels The angels who did not join Satan in his primordial rebellion and who were 

confirmed in their holiness by God’s sovereign grace. Scripture calls them “holy 

angels” (Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26) and “elect angels” (1 Timothy 5:21), suggesting 

their confirmation in righteousness was not a matter of their own moral 

achievement but of divine election. They are the ministering spirits of Hebrews 

1:14, perpetually engaged in the worship of God and the service of His people. 

Fallen Angels / 
Demons 

The angels who joined Satan in his rebellion against God and were cast down 

from their original estate (2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). Also called demons (Greek: 

daimonia), unclean spirits, and evil spirits in the New Testament. They retain 

the personal, spiritual, and powerful nature common to all angels, but are 

morally corrupted and irremediably wicked. They are organized under Satan’s 

authority (Matthew 12:24; Ephesians 6:12) and are engaged in active 

opposition to God, His gospel, and His people. 

Satan From the Hebrew satan, meaning adversary. The personal name/title of the 

chief of the fallen angels, the leader of the demonic realm, and the primary 

personal adversary of God and His people. He is also called the Devil (Greek: 

diabolos, slanderer), the tempter (1 Thessalonians 3:5), the prince of this world 

(John 12:31), the prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2), and the god of 

this age (2 Corinthians 4:4). He is a creature, not God’s equal, not God’s 

opposite, who operates only within the limits God sovereignly permits. 

Cherubim A class of angelic beings associated in Scripture with the immediate presence 

and glory of God. They appear as guardians of Eden after the Fall (Genesis 3:24), 

as the golden figures atop the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:18–22), and as 
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Term Definition 

the living creatures who bear the divine throne in Ezekiel’s visions (Ezekiel 1; 

10). Their form, multiple faces, multiple wings, the appearance of burning fire, 

is presented in visionary, symbolic language designed to communicate the 

overwhelming fullness of God’s glory and power. 

Seraphim A class of angelic beings, literally “the burning ones,” who appear in Isaiah’s 

throne-room vision (Isaiah 6:1–7). Each has six wings: two covering the face in 

reverence before God’s holiness, two covering the feet in creaturely humility, 

and two for flying in swift service. Their unceasing occupation is the antiphonal 

proclamation of God’s holiness: “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts” (Isaiah 

6:3). The seraphim model the proper creaturely response to the divine glory: 

adoration without reservation and service without hesitation. 

Thrones, 
Dominions, 
Rulers, 
Authorities 

Pauline terminology for the ordered ranks of spiritual powers in the heavenly 

realm (Colossians 1:16; Ephesians 1:21; 3:10; 6:12). Paul uses these terms to 

describe both the holy angelic hierarchy and the fallen demonic hierarchy. The 

critical Christological point is that whatever these powers are, Christ is supreme 

over all of them: “Far above all rule and authority and power and dominion” 

(Ephesians 1:21). The Reformed tradition affirms that the angelic realm is 

ordered and hierarchical because Scripture says so, while declining to elaborate 

beyond what Scripture actually reveals. 

Spiritual 
Warfare 

The biblical term for the conflict in which every believer is engaged against the 

world, the flesh, and the devil (Ephesians 6:10–18). Scripture describes this 

warfare as real, intense, and requiring the full armor of God. The Reformed 

understanding insists that the primary weapons of spiritual warfare are the 

ordinary means of grace, the Word, prayer, and the fellowship of the church, 

and that the believer fights from the position of Christ’s already-accomplished 

victory (Colossians 2:15) rather than for a victory that has not yet been won. 

Ministering 
Spirits 

The apostolic designation for the holy angels in their present ministry (Hebrews 

1:14). The Greek phrase leitourgika pneumata (liturgical spirits) describes the 

angels’ entire office: they are sent forth by God to serve the heirs of salvation. 

This designation places the angels’ ministry firmly in the context of the doctrine 

of salvation, they exist to serve God’s redemptive purposes, and firmly in the 

context of Christ’s supremacy, they are servants, not sons, which is why the Son 

is infinitely superior to them. 
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Practical Application 
 
 

A.  For the Mind: What Must We Believe? 

We must believe that the invisible world is real, that it is populated by personal spiritual beings of great 

power and intelligence, and that it is not a relic of ancient cosmology to be set aside by the modern mind 

but the theater of a great conflict that bears directly on every aspect of the Christian life. The angels of 

Scripture are not symbolic figures or literary devices; they are creatures whom the living God has made, 

sustains, and directs in the service of His own sovereign purposes. The demons of Scripture are not 

metaphors for natural evil or psychological disturbances; they are personal, malicious, intelligent beings 

who serve under the command of a being whose hatred of God and of God’s people is as real as his 

knowledge that his time is short (Revelation 12:12). 
 

We must also believe that Christ is Lord of the entire invisible world, that He created every angel and 

every demon, that He defeated the entire demonic realm at the cross and empty tomb, that He is seated 

“far above all rule and authority and power and dominion” (Ephesians 1:21), and that neither death, nor 

life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers can separate the 

believer from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38–39). The study of the angelic 

realm does not produce anxiety in the heart that is properly grounded in these convictions; it produces 

confidence, because it makes the immensity of Christ’s victory more visible and more personally 

appropriable. 
 

B.  For the Heart: What Must We Feel and Desire? 

Let the great vision of Elisha’s servant press itself upon your spiritual imagination: a city surrounded by 

enemy horses and chariots, the servant overwhelmed with fear, and the prophet’s calm assurance, “Do 

not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them” (2 Kings 6:16, NASB 1995). 

The prayer that follows, “O Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see” (2 Kings 6:17, NASB 1995), and 

the vision that is granted, “the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha”, is one 

of the most pastorally powerful moments in all of Scripture, and one of the most important texts in any 

biblical theology of the angelic realm. The unseen world is not a world of threat; it is, for the people of 

God, a world of provision. The angelic host that surrounds the church is more than the demonic host that 

opposes her. 
 

Desire, above all, the kind of faith-sight that Elisha’s prayer requests: the ability to see the invisible world 

as Scripture describes it, not with the eyes of anxious preoccupation that sees demons everywhere and 

lives in chronic spiritual fear, and not with the eyes of naturalistic indifference that sees nothing beyond 

the material, but with the eyes of faith that see both the reality of the spiritual conflict and the more 

overwhelming reality of Christ’s sovereignty over it. This is the spiritual perception that this series is 

designed, under God, to cultivate. 
 

C.  For the Hands: What Must We Do? 



Faithful to the Word  |  Systematic Theology: Angelology  |  Lesson 1  |  © 2026 

Dr. Joshua Nichols faithfultotheword.com Page 13 

• Begin this series by reading Hebrews 1 slowly and meditatively, paying close attention to the 

sevenfold argument for the Son’s superiority over the angels. As you read, note every 

comparison the author draws between the Son and the angelic order. Ask yourself: what does 

this argument assume you already believe about the angels, and what does it require you to 

believe about Christ? This is the Christological foundation upon which the entire series will build. 

• Read 2 Kings 6:8–23 as a devotional exercise. This narrative, the chariots of fire surrounding 

Elisha and his servant, is one of the Old Testament’s most vivid windows into the reality of the 

unseen world. Sit with the servant’s fear, the prophet’s confidence, and the prayer that changes 

everything. Ask the Lord to give you the kind of faith-sight that sees the invisible world as 

Scripture describes it. 

• Evaluate the angelology of your own church context, not theologically but practically. How 

prominently does the angelic world figure in the preaching? In the corporate prayer? In the 

discipleship conversations? Is the spiritual realm referenced primarily in the context of spiritual 

warfare anxiety, or in the context of confident trust in the sovereignty of Christ over all things 

visible and invisible? What would it look like to make your ministry more robustly, biblically 

angelological without falling into either of the two errors this lesson has described? 

• Read primary sources. For this series, the following are indispensable: John Calvin, Institutes of 

the Christian Religion, I.14 (on the angels and the demonic powers, a model of Reformed 

sobriety); John Owen, An Exposition of the Epistle to the Hebrews (on Hebrews 1, the most 

thorough treatment of the Christological-angelological argument in the Puritan tradition); Louis 

Berkhof, Systematic Theology (his angelology section remains a reliable and concise Reformed 

summary); and Billy Graham, Angels: God’s Secret Agents (1975), a more popular treatment, but 

one that has introduced many believers to the biblical teaching on angelic ministry and is worth 

engaging with critical appreciation. 

• Pray with awareness of the angelic context of worship. Hebrews 12:22–24 tells us that when the 

church gathers for worship, she comes to “myriads of angels, to the general assembly and 

church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven.” Begin to cultivate an awareness, in your 

corporate and private worship, that you are not worshipping alone, that you join your voice to 

the voice of an innumerable company of angelic worshippers whose unceasing occupation is the 

adoration of the Lamb. 
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Study and Discussion Questions 
 
 

Opening Question 

• Before beginning this study, how would you describe your current understanding of the angelic 

realm, not the textbook answer, but the working theology that actually shapes your praying, 

your interpretation of spiritual conflict, and your sense of the invisible world? Is the spiritual 

realm more present to your mind as a doctrinal category, a source of spiritual anxiety, a matter 

of cultural fascination, or something you rarely think about at all? Share honestly, and return to 

your answer at the close of the series. 

Observation Questions (What Do the Texts Say?) 

• Read Hebrews 1:1–14 carefully. What specific comparisons does the author draw between the 

Son and the angelic order? Count the Old Testament citations and identify the argument each 

one is making. What does verse 14 define as the present ministry of the holy angels? How does 

the entire chapter function as a Christological argument built from angelological materials? 

• Read 2 Kings 6:8–23. What does this narrative reveal about the nature and activity of the holy 

angels in relation to God’s people? What is the theological significance of the fact that the 

angelic army was present the entire time, whether or not Elisha’s servant could see it? What 

does the prophet’s prayer (“Open his eyes that he may see”) reveal about the relationship 

between faith and perception of the invisible world? 

• Read Ephesians 6:10–18. How does Paul describe the nature of the believer’s conflict in verse 

12? What does the phrase “spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” imply about 

the organized nature of the demonic realm? What does Paul’s remedy, the full armor of God, 

consist of, and what does this reveal about the primary means by which the spiritual battle is 

fought? 

• Read Colossians 1:15–20. How does Paul describe Christ’s relationship to the angelic powers in 

verse 16? What does the phrase “visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities” suggest about the scope of Christ’s creative lordship? How does the cosmic 

Christology of Colossians 1 function as the theological foundation for a properly ordered 

Angelology? 

• Read Revelation 5:1–14. What is the angelic host’s response to the appearance of the Lamb who 

was slain? What does their response reveal about the proper orientation of the angelic order, 

and about the proper terminus of all angelological reflection? How does this vision function as a 

corrective to any form of Angelology that makes the angels themselves the center of attention? 

Interpretation Questions (What Does It Mean?) 

• The lesson identifies two errors in the church’s handling of Angelology: functional dismissal on 

one side and speculative excess on the other. In your estimation, which of these two dangers is 

more prevalent in the broadly evangelical church today? Is it possible to be guilty of both 

simultaneously, to dismiss the biblical teaching on spiritual warfare while simultaneously being 
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fascinated by popular-cultural portrayals of angels and demons? What would that look like in 

practice? 

• Calvin’s governing principle for Angelology is: do not seek knowledge of the angelic world in any 

way other than what God’s Word teaches. How does this principle function as a hermeneutical 

and pastoral criterion? Apply it concretely: if a teacher claimed new revelation about the angelic 

hierarchies, or claimed to have identified and named specific territorial demons over your city, 

what specific questions would this Calvinian principle require you to ask? What would constitute 

an adequate answer? 

• The lesson argues that the first chapter of Hebrews is a Christological argument constructed 

from angelological materials. What does this mean for the method of studying Angelology? How 

does the Christological center of Hebrews 1 prevent the study of the angelic world from 

becoming an end in itself? What specifically does the argument of Hebrews 1 require the 

student of Angelology to believe about the relationship between Christ and the entire invisible 

realm? 

• The lesson draws a contrast between the medieval tradition of elaborate angelic hierarchies 

(Pseudo-Dionysius, Aquinas) and the Reformed tradition’s more restrained biblical angelology 

(Calvin, Luther). What drove the medieval elaboration of angelological categories beyond what 

Scripture warrants? Is the same impulse at work in contemporary charismatic spiritual warfare 

theology? What is the proper response to the genuine human desire to understand the invisible 

world more fully than Scripture has chosen to reveal it? 

• The lesson’s governing rubric is: affirm everything Scripture teaches about the angelic realm; 

refuse to speculate beyond what Scripture reveals. Unpack each half of this principle. What 

specific errors does the first half (“affirm everything”) guard against? What specific errors does 

the second half (“refuse to speculate”) guard against? Can you identify, for each half, a concrete 

contemporary example of a church, movement, or teacher that has violated it? 

Application Questions (What Does It Demand of Us?) 

• The lesson asserts that what a congregation believes about the unseen world has immediate, 

practical consequences for the way its members pray, resist temptation, interpret suffering, and 

understand the spiritual conflict they are in. Evaluate your own ministry or spiritual life against 

that claim. In what ways has an inadequate theology of the spiritual realm, whether through 

dismissal or through anxiety, affected the quality of your prayer, your sense of spiritual conflict, 

or your confidence in Christ’s sovereignty over the invisible world? 

• The servant of Elisha cried out, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” (2 Kings 6:15, NASB 1995). 

The prophet answered with serene confidence. What produced the difference between the 

servant’s fear and the prophet’s peace? Is the difference primarily a matter of information (the 

prophet knew about the angelic armies; the servant did not) or primarily a matter of faith (the 

prophet trusted God’s sovereign protection; the servant had not yet learned to)? How does this 

narrative instruct the believer who struggles with spiritual anxiety? 
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• Hebrews 12:22 tells us that when the church gathers for worship, she comes to “myriads of 

angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn.” What would it practically mean to 

begin worshipping with an awareness of this invisible congregation? How would this awareness 

change the way you prepare for corporate worship, the way you participate in it, and the way 

you understand what is happening when the church gathers in the name of Christ? 

• Paul’s command in Ephesians 6:11, “Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to 

stand firm against the schemes of the devil” (NASB 1995), presupposes both the reality of the 

demonic adversary and the sufficiency of the divine provision. In what area of your current 

spiritual life do you feel most exposed to the enemy’s schemes? What specific piece of the 

divine armor, truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, the Word, prayer, do you most need 

to take up deliberately in that area right now? 

• This is the first lesson of twenty on the doctrine of angels, demons, and the spiritual realm. 

What specific expectation, concern, or question do you bring to this series? Is there an area of 

angelological or demonological teaching, the nature of demonic activity, the theology of 

spiritual warfare, the reality of guardian angels, the fate of the fallen angels, about which you 

feel most uncertain, most pastorally confused, or most in need of clear teaching? Commit that 

area to prayer, and plan to revisit your answer when you reach Lesson 20. 
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Prayer Focus 
 
 

Open this first lesson of the Angelology series with a reading of 2 Kings 6:8–23, the account of the chariots 

of fire that surrounded Elisha and his servant at Dothan. Read it as those who live on the same side of the 

invisible divide as Elisha did: as people for whom the angelic armies are as real and as present as they 

were in that besieged city, whether or not our eyes have been opened to see them. The prayer that the 

prophet prays for his servant, “O Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see”, is the prayer with which 

this entire series should begin: a petition not for new revelation about the angelic world, but for the faith-

sight to receive fully what Scripture has already revealed about it. 
 

Spend time in Trinitarian adoration. Begin with the Father, who created the entire angelic host for His 

own glory and for the service of His redemptive purposes, who numbers the angels as He numbers the 

stars, calling each by name (cf. Psalm 147:4), who holds in His sovereign hand both the holy angels who 

serve Him and the fallen angels whose rebellion serves His inscrutable purposes. Move to the Son, whose 

atoning work at the cross was the decisive defeat of every demonic power, who “disarmed the rulers and 

authorities and made a public display of them, having triumphed over them” (Colossians 2:15, NASB 

1995), and whose present reign at the right hand of the Father is the guarantee that neither angel nor 

demon can touch His people except by His sovereign permission. Conclude with the Spirit, who inspired 

the Scriptures through which the invisible world is made known to us, and who illumines those Scriptures 

in the hearts of believers so that what is invisible becomes, by faith, more real than what is seen. 
 

Pray together for the duration of this series in three specific directions. First, for illumination: that the 

Spirit who inspired these Scriptures would open every mind and heart to receive their teaching with faith 

and obedience, not merely with intellectual curiosity about the invisible world. “Now we have received, 

not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to 

us by God” (1 Corinthians 2:12, NASB 1995). Second, for balance: that the Lord would guard this study 

from the two errors that have historically distorted the doctrine of the spiritual realm, cold dismissal on 

one side and anxious preoccupation on the other, and that He would lead this community into the sober, 

Word-governed, Christ-honoring Angelology that the Scriptures themselves commend. Third, for 

confidence: that the knowledge of Christ’s absolute lordship over every invisible power, gained in this 

study, would not remain academic but would descend from the mind to the affections, and from the 

affections into the pattern of daily discipleship, producing the kind of fearless, Spirit-empowered, gospel-

advancing life that is possible only for those who know, not merely in theory but in the deep places of the 

heart, that “God’s side has more than Satan’s side. 
 

Close with the great Pauline doxology of Romans 8:38–39, spoken as a prayer of confident trust rather 

than recited as a formula: 
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“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Romans 8:38–39, NASB 1995 

 

Key Texts:  Hebrews 1:14; 2 Kings 6:8–23; Ephesians 6:10–18; Colossians 1:15–20; 
Revelation 5:1–14; Romans 8:38–39 

 
 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 

To God Alone Be the Glory 
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